THE FUTURE OF THE SCHOOLS IN ORCHARD PARK/SHERWOOD FOREST

The Executive, on your behalf, presented to the ARC.  You can find the submission at the bottom of this e-mail.  What was most interesting was the response by the Board staff to the question about whether or not the Board’s administration would support the ARC’s recommendations, particularly the recommendation not to declare either school property surplus.  The clear answer was that the administration would NOT support retaining the property and building if a school is closed.
It will be important to let our trustees know your thoughts on protecting the school sites.  They can be reached at: 

Peter Jaffe
519-452-2000 ext. 22406
Fax: 519-452-2269
e-mail p.jaffe@tvdsb.on.ca
Peggy Sattler

519-452-2000 ext. 22410
Fax: 519-452-2978
e-mail p.sattler@tvdsb.on.ca
The time line is as follows:
· by April 01 the Final ARC Report to Director  will be Posted (within 15 days of March 9th )

· April 12 ARC Report presented to Board at its regular meeting by ARC Chair (Trustee Bennett)
· April 26 Administrative Response to ARC Report presented to Board at its regular meeting

· June 14 Public input to Board at its regular meeting

· June 28 Decision by Board at its regular meeting (no public input permitted)
You are encouraged to attend the June 14th Board meeting and to have your say.  Your executive will also try to meet with Trustee Bennett and our trustees to gain their support for the ARC recommendation when it comes to a vote on June 28th.
The draft report can be found at http://www.tvdsb.ca/files/filesystem/SHERWOOD_DraftReport_2011January27.pdf
The final report will be substantively the same.

UWO BUILDING A NEW DORM ON THE ALTHOUSE COLLEGE PARKING LOT
At the insistence of Councillor Branscombe, I was invited to a meeting with University staff.  The University is planning on building a new 1000-bed residence where the parking lot between Althouse College and Sarnia Road is currently located.  Although there is no requirement for a meeting with the public because UWO has the zoning for such a use, the University is prepared to hold a meeting to introduce the community to the proposal.  This will take place around April 10th.  UWO will distribute an announcement with details by a Canada Post mail drop.  Keep an eye out for this in your daily mail.   We asked that at this upcoming meeting, that the University illustrate the building profile in relation to Sarnia Road (it will be the same height as other residences built recently, but due to the topography, it should not look that tall), and if there will be an access on to Sarnia Road.  The University plans to start construction this fall and have the residence open for the fall of 2013.

In our discussion, the Fram lands (the property between the Precious Blood and Brescia), was discussed.  The University, as the owner of the property, has no near term plans to use it. 
We also learned that the University is expanding the first year enrollment by about 500-600 students.  The new residence is supposed to help relieve the pressure for off campus housing and encourage some upper year students to stay in residence.   We shall see.  With the city’s Near Campus Neighbourhood Strategy no further ahead than it was when it was introduced to the neighbourhood about two years ago, and with a possible change in use of one of the school properties, there could be additional pressure from students renting in the neighbourhood.
UPDATE FROM MARCH 5 SOCIAL – medway valley and sarnia road

We had a good turnout on a very rainy day.  Thanks to everyone who came out and to those of you who paid your dues that day.

The bridge over the Medway project has been put off until 2013 at the earliest.  Instead, the city will update the Master Plan for the Valley starting this year and concluding the studies in 2012.  There will be community involvement so stay tuned for more information.

The Upper Thames River Conservation Authority is planning a community tree planting day for May 7th.  Hope you can join us.  Additional information will be forthcoming.

The proposed widening of Sarnia Road from Wonderland to Sleightholme has been moved from 2012 to 2019 in the city’s budget.  Projects such as these are not approved until they are included in the current year’s budget debate, so 2019 is only a tentative date that can be moved forward or backwards.  More information will be known when the city tables its 2012 budget for public review this fall. 
PRESENTATION TO THE ARC

The Ratepayers, through its Executive Board are disappointed that there was no resolution to some of the conflicting issues of enrolment, programming, and transportation that would keep all three schools open as TVDSB schools.  Each of school has good programs.  Each school supports the other through enrollment and involvement.  While we are hopeful for synergies that will benefit all students, we are, of course, apprehensive about the changes that will take place.  

We are cheered, however, by the recommendation not to declare any properties surplus to the Board.  We appreciate how the ARC listened to that concern.  

The Ratepayers, through its Executive Board, remain uncomfortable with how this process unfolded.  We hope the Board’s will adopt a consultation process within and with the City, similar to the consultation process it has had with communities outside the City.  Hopefully this will mean that other neighbourhoods will not be surprised and left wondering why they were left out of the process before an ARC is established.  Going forward, we look forward to being at the table with the Board and the city to discuss measures to continue the roles the school properties play as important parts of our vibrant neighbourhood.

Before I surrender the floor, I would like to ask you, Trustee Bennett, will you support the ARC recommendations and urge your colleagues on the Board to do so?

Mr. Thorp, will the administrative recommendation to the Board support the ARC’s recommendations and if not, why not?  

